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Part 1 – Characterization and Plot

1. What news did Gertrude bring Claudius at the opening of the scene and what was his 

      response?  
2. What order did Claudius issue to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? 
3. All of scene ii is devoted to Hamlet’s word play with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.  
4. What did he reveal to them? 
5. What plan does Claudius outline at the end of IV.iii? What is the motivation behind his plan?  What does this tell us about Claudius’ character?
6. What is Ophelia’s problem in IV.v?

7. What is Laertes grieving in IV.v?
8. What does Horatio’s letter tell Hamlet (IV.vi)?  Quote and “translate” specific lines from the letter to support your response.
9. What goal do Hamlet and Laertes share by the end of IV.v?  
10. What goal to Claudius and Laertes share in IV.vi?  What plan do they devise together in IV.vii?

11. What sad news does Gertrude deliver at the end of Act IV?
Part 2 – Dramatic Devices

1. What was the purpose of the conversation between Hamlet and the captain in Fortinbras’ army?

2. What dramatic device is being employed with the characters of Fortinbras, Horatio, and even Laertes?
3. Discuss the symbolism of the flowers in Ophelia’s bouquet.  

4. Discuss Claudius’ use of hyperbole with Laertes in IV.v.  What does he promise Laertes?  What indications do we have that Claudius would never deliver on his promise?  Support your response with textual evidence.
5. How are the sentiments expressed by Hamlet’s 7th soliloquy (IV.iv) similar to those he expresses in II.ii?  Provide textual evidence to support your response.

6. How is Ophelia a reflection of Hamlet in Act IV?  How does what happens to Ophelia in IV.vii foreshadow possible future events?
Part 3 – Big Ideas

1. By the end of Act III, what mission remains unaccomplished?  What character flaw does this seem to emphasize?

2. In Act IV.i, Claudius uses the term “foul disease.”  To what or whom is he referring, and how does this reinforce the theme(s) of the play?  Provide examples from earlier acts to support your response.

3. What is ironic about Claudius’ plans for Hamlet (IV.i-iii)? (See #2 above).  Explain.

4. What does Hamlet vow at the end of IV.iv?  What theme does this seem to support?  Explain.
5. Explain the irony in Laertes’ line, “To cut his throat i’ the church.” (IV.vii).  How does this relate to earlier events in the play?

