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Part 1 – Characterization and Plot (For Discussion Only)
1. What are the two clowns doing while they talk? Who is the "she" of V.i? Why, according to the second clown, is she really being given a Christian burial?
2. What is Hamlet's reaction to the idea of the match (V.ii)? How well does Hamlet expect to do? Why does he go ahead with it? How does this reflect the new attitude we saw in Hamlet in V.i?

3. What do we learn from Gertrude's farewell to Ophelia V.i? Would Polonius have been surprised if he had heard this?  Why or why not?
4. What would have happened to Hamlet in England? How did he find out? What did he do about it? What has happened to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? How does Hamlet feel about them?

5. What happens when Hamlet appears to the others? Why is he so angry?

6. What sort of person is Osric? What message does he have for Hamlet? What seems to be the problem with his hat? What is the wager (V.ii)? 

7. How does Laertes respond to Hamlet’s apology (V.ii)?  Has Laertes followed his father’s advice (in I.iii).

8. Does the Hamlet Fortinbras describes in V.ii sound like the Hamlet we have known throughout the play?  Why or why not?

Part 2 – Dramatic Devices

1. What happens in the discussion between Hamlet and the Gravedigger? What does Hamlet learn from his confrontation with Yorick's skull? What does he learn from his meditation on Alexander and Caesar? How does the mood here differ from that in IV.iii?

2. What is significant about Hamlet calling himself "Hamlet the Dane"?
3. Discuss the concept of foils and how they appear in Act V.  Discuss at least 2 examples of this dramatic device and support your response with textual evidence.

4. Why is Hamlet so concerned that Horatio stay alive to tell his story? What element of the tragedy does this demonstrate?

Part 3 – Big Ideas

1. What new sort of attitude toward life do you see in Hamlet in scene i?  Which theme(s) does this represent?  Explain. 

2. How does Hamlet’s apology to Laertes emphasize the theme(s) of the drama?  Discuss and provide examples to support your response.

3. Do you believe Horatio in his assumption that Hamlet is saved and not damned? Why or why not?

4. Provide at least one quote to support each of the following themes in the play:  revenge,  corruption (disease & poison), betrayal, decay, deceit, mortality, madness, action vs. indecision, and appearances vs. reality 
