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Part One:  Comprehension 
 
1. Who is Moishe the Beadle? 
2. What is the setting at the opening of the novel?  Describe the community of Sighet. 
3. Who is the narrator? 
  
Part Two: Big Ideas & Looking at Language 
 

1. Explain the connection between Elie’s daily life and his religion. Also, analyze and discuss any 
religious allusions in this section of the novel.  
 

2. Even though the novel opens in the year 1943, and Nazi extermination of Jews had begun years 
earlier (1939), the Sighet Jews had very few facts about it. Why don’t the citizens of Sighet 
believe they are in danger?  How do the Jews inadvertently participate in their own 
deportation?  Explain. 

 
3. How does the way the community treats Moishe the Beadle reflect the issues in #2 (above)?  

What adjective(s) would you use to describe the Sighet Jews?  Explain your response. 
 

4. What connections can you make between the Jews’ treatment of Madame Schacter on the train 
and the conditions in the concentration camp?  What other events might foreshadow the 
horrors that the Jews will experience? 

 
5. Find two examples of imagery in the novel and explain them. Cite page number(s).  

 
6. Explain the meaning and significance of the following quotes: 

 “The yellow star? Oh well, what of it? You don't die of it." 

 “Annihilate an entire people? Wipe out a population dispersed throughout so many 
nations?  So many millions of people! By what means? In the middle of the twentieth 
century!” 

 “I looked at my house in which I had spent years seeking my God, fasting to hasten the 
coming of the Messiah, imagining what my life would be like later. Yet I felt little 
sadness. My mind was empty.” 

 
7.  Find 3 examples of rhetorical strategies from each chapter (for a total of 6).  Explain what you 

believe the author’s purpose is in employing these strategies. 
 
 

 


