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Part One:  Comprehension 
 
1.  What happened to Elie’s family before he even had a chance to realize it? 
2.  Why was the 2nd prisoner so angry that the newest trainload of prisoners had arrived?    
3.  Why did the other prisoners insist to Elie and his father that they were 18 and 40 years old instead of 15 
and 50?   
4.  What answers did Elie give to Dr. Mengele that probably saved his life? 
5.  What horrifying sight did Elie witness as he and his father stood off to the left? 
6.  Because he believed he was about to die, what did Elie consider doing to hasten his  own death?   
7.  What options did the men in Elie’s group discuss as they marched to the square?   
8.  What work did the Sonder-Kommando do?   
9.  Why, at first, did Elie believe Auschwitz was better than Birkenau?  Support your response with quote(s) 
from the text. 
10.  What 3 camps have Elie and his father visited during Chaps. 1 - 4?   
11.  What differences between Buna and Auschwitz did Elie immediately notice? 
12.  Identify the musicians in Elie’s block.   
13.  What criticism did Elie reveal about his parents in Chapter 4?  
14.  Discuss Elie’s opportunities to trade his shoes or his gold tooth.  What is the author attempting to convey 
with these situations? 
15.  How had the Dutch Oberkapo and his pipel proven themselves to be brave in the face of terrible torture 
and what were their ultimate fates?  
 
Part Two:  Big Ideas & Looking at Language 
 
1.  What themes do you see developing in Chaps. 3-4?  Support your ideas with examples and evidence from 
the text. 
2.  Why were the Weisels’ illusions left behind on the train? 
3.  Who did Elie blame for the horrors he was experiencing? What theme does this support? 
4.  Discuss the rhetorical devices used by Wiesel in his “Never shall I forget…” passage.  (Note:  We will 
discuss this in class – use your notes to respond to this question). 
5.  What happened to Elie when he ceased to feel fear?   Explain your response with examples from the text. 
6.  At what point did Elie first realize that the horrors he had experienced had had a profound effect on his 
character?  Explain this turning point in detail. 
7.  What was ironic about the signs stating: “Warning. Danger of death”?  
8.  How do the last few paragraphs of Chapter 3 contrast sharply with the rest of the chapter?  Support your 
response with details from the text. 
9.  When they arrive at Auschwitz, what becomes Elie’s new ‘name’?  What theme does this concept 
support? 
10.  In what way did Elie prove he had taken the advice of the young Pole who had greeted them on their 
first day at Auschwitz?  Discuss the advice, and show evidence from the text to demonstrate that Elie had 
acted on the advice. 
11.  In what way did Elie find comfort in his friendship with Yossi and Tibi?  
12.  Explain the following metaphor used by Elie after the bombing raid was over:  “The  last sound of an 
American plane was lost on the wind, and we found ourselves back again in the cemetery 
13.  Discuss Elie’s reaction to the Warsaw boy’s execution, as well as his reaction to other hangings.  How did 
his reaction differ from Juliek’s?  Explain the simile, “That night the soup tasted like corpses.”  Compare this 
simile with Elie’s earlier feeling about his evening meal of soup. 
 
 


