
A.P. English Lit & Comp 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

Part One:  Chaps. 1-9 (pp. 1-87) 

Due:  Friday, 11/1/13 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Inheritance Laws 

In England around the time in which Wuthering Heights is set, the property rights of female heirs 

were generally in the hands of their husbands or brothers.  Until the coming of the Industrial 

Revolution (beginning in the late 1700s), European inheritance laws and traditions generally favored 

the eldest sons in landowning families.  Because landowners wanted to keep family holdings intact, 

property was not divided among the children at the death of the father.  Often, the eldest son of the 

family inherited most or all of his father’s land and wealth, with the other sons receiving little or 

nothing.  Eldest sons were expected to accept responsibility for the financial welfare of their mothers 

and sisters and for maintaining the social status of the family.  As you read, note the importance of 

inheritance laws in shaping the plot of Wuthering Heights. 

 

Please consider the “family tree” before Chapter 1 to ease any confusion you may have 

while reading the beginning chapters.  Also, be aware that the point of view shifts 

frequently in the novel. 

 

Part One:  Characterization 

For each of the characters listed, write the tone word you feel best describes the character 

and provide a passage to support your selections.  Please choose a tone word from the 

previous vocabulary assignments. 

 

Heathcliff 

 

Mr. Lockwood 

 

Young Catherine 

 

Joseph 

 

Mrs. Dean (Nelly) 

 

Hindley 

 

Catherine Earnshaw 

 

Edgar Linton 

 

 

Part Two:  Study Guide Questions 

1. How does the opening set the tone for the novel?  What words/conditions are 

used by Bronte to establish tone?  Note 3 or 4 terms in your response. 

 

2. How are Mr. Lockwood and Heathcliff seemingly similar?  How are they 

different? 

 



3. Briefly describe the dreams Mr. Lockwood has when he spends the night at 

Wuthering Heights.  How do the dreams help to create a sense of mystery 

and suspense? 

 

4. After his second encounter with the inhabitants at Wuthering Heights, what 

conclusions does Lockwood draw about their characters? 

 

5. As you read, notice the role dreams will play in the novel.  NO QUESTION 

HERE – YET. 

 

6. What is Heathcliff’s status at Wuthering Heights before Mr. Earnshaw dies?  

What is it afterward?  How does the change in status affect Heathcliff’s 

behavior? 

 

7. Why does Heathcliff run away?  What does Catherine admit just after he 

leaves?  Do you think Heathcliff would have stayed at Wuthering Heights if 

he had heard all of Catherine’s confession?  Why or why not? 

 

8. How does Nelly’s description of life at Wuthering Heights influence your 

opinion of Heathcliff?  How might your opinion change if the Lintons 

narrated the story? 

 

9. In Chapter 9, Catherine Earnshaw describes a disturbing dream that she has 

had.  In a paragraph or two, sum up the content of Catherine’s dream and 

describe what the dream reveals about her and about her feelings for 

Wuthering Heights and Heathcliff.  Then analyze the connection between 

Catherine’s dream and Mr. Lockwood’s second dream (in Chapter 3).  How 

does Catherine’s dream help explain Mr. Lockwood’s? 

 

10. What kind of narrative device is used in this novel?  Who is telling us this 

story?  Is there anything about which we, as readers, should be concerned? 

 

Part Three:  Big Ideas 

 

1. Discuss one major theme you see emerging in the novel.  Provide textual 

support (examples, page numbers, passages) for your assertion. 

 

2. What role does setting play in the novel?  Consider the moors, Wuthering 

Heights and Thrushcross Grange in your answer. 

 

3. Consider the meaning behind names in this novel – specifically, Heathcliff, 

Thrushcross Grange, Wuthering Heights.  How do they seem appropriate 

names for the characters/settings so far? 

 

4. Writing style – what specifically do you notice about Bronte’s?  Be able to 

support your thoughts with textual evidence. 

 

5. Vocabulary:  solitary, misanthropist, desolation, annihilate, caprice, 

degradation, malignity, laconic 


